
206 S. Madison Street      Lancaster, WI 53813      Phone 608-723-4246      Fax 608-723-4789 

No Fee 

Exotic/Wild Animal Permit Application 
Applicants must meet these requirements 

 Complete and sign the Exotic/Wild Animal Application if they plan to exhibit, possess, sell, or 

purchase an exotic or wild animal in the City.

 Submit the application to City Hall. 

 Review and abide by the Ordinance language on Pages 3-5 of this application 

Additional information 

 Participants acknowledge potential hazards and partake at their own risk.  

(please complete application on Page 2) 
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Exotic/Wild Animal Permit Application 

Applicant/Agent Property owner 

Name: Name: 

Home/business address: Home/business address: 

Phone #1:  Phone #1: 

Phone #2:  Phone #2:  

Email:  Email:  

Date of birth:  Date of birth:  

Address and legal description of where animals will be kept/displayed: 

Type(s) of animal(s): 

Number of animals:  

Event information (if applicable) 

Date: Time: 

How will animal(s) be housed? 

Signatures 
Applicant/agent:                                                                                                Date:  

Property owner:                                                                                                 Date:  

Office Use Only 
Date application received:                                                  ❒ Approved/Expires on: 

Conditions:  

❒ Denied (reasons for denial):  

Signature of police chief:                                                                                   Date: 
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Ordinance Information  
An exotic or wild animal is defined as (§154-21):  

A. Any animal that is not a domestic animal and specifically includes all of the following: 

B. Nonhuman primates and prosimians, including chimpanzees and monkeys. 

C. Felids, except domesticated cats of the subspecies Felis silvestris catus, including lions, tigers, and 

other felids generally referred to as big cats. 

D. Canids, except domesticated dogs of the subspecies Canis lupus familiars, including foxes not born, 

bred, and raised in captivity, and all wolves, coyotes, and wolf hybrids. 

E. Ursids, including all bears. 

F. Elephants. 

G. Crocodilians, including alligators and crocodiles. 

H. Marsupials, including kangaroos, wallabies, and opossums. 

I. Hippopotami. 

J. Rhinoceroses. 

K. Hyenas. 

L. Mustelids, except domestic ferrets, including skunks, otters, and badgers. 

M. Procyonids, including raccoons and coatis. 

N. Dasypodidae, including anteaters, sloth, and armadillos. 

O. Viverrids, including mongooses, civets, and genets. 

P. Reptilia over three feet in length, including boa constrictors, pythons, and any other snakes. 

Q. Venomous reptilia. 

R. Cervids, except farm-raised deer that are kept by a person registered under § 95.55, Wis. Stats. 

S. Camelids, except South American camelids. 

A domestic animal is defined as any of the following (§154-21): 

A. Domesticated cats of the subspecies Felis silvestris catus. 

B. Domesticated dogs of the subspecies Canis lupus familiaris. 

C. Rodents kept in cages, aquariums, or similar containers, including gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs, and 

white mice. 

D. Fish kept in aquariums or self-contained bodies of water and farm-raised fish, except fish that have 

been released to waters of the state. 

E. Farm-raised deer that are kept by a person registered under § 95.55, Wis. Stats. 

F. Livestock. 

G. Poultry. 

H. Farm-raised game birds, except farm-raised game birds that have been released to the wild. 

I. Ratites. 

J. Foxes, fitch, nutria, marten, fisher, mink, chinchilla, rabbit, or caracul that are born, bred, and raised in 

captivity and are not endangered or threatened species. 

K. Pet birds. 

L. Any other animal listed as a domestic animal by rule by the State of Wisconsin, Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection. 
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§154-22 Authorized possession. 

A. The following persons may possess exotic or wild animals in the City: 

1) A person licensed by the State of Wisconsin, Department of Natural Resources, under Ch. 169, Wis. 

Stats. 

2) A veterinarian, for the purpose of providing medical treatment to the animal. 

3) A public zoo or aquarium, with a permit issued by the City. 

4) A circus, with a permit issued by the City. 

5) A person authorized by the State of Wisconsin, Department of Natural Resources, for the possession of 

the specific type of harmful wild animal or exotic or wild animal in the City. 

B. Except as provided in Subsection C, any person not included in Subsection A may possess in the City an 

exotic or wild animal only with a permit issued by the Police Chief under the specific conditions established 

by the Police Chief. 

C. A person is exempt from holding a license or other approval under § 169.04(4), Wis. Stats., or any permit 

from the City, to possess live native wild animals, if these wild animals are not endangered or threatened 

species and are any of the following: 

1) Arthropods. 

2) Chipmunks. 

3) Pocket gophers. 

4) Mice. 

5) Moles. 

6) Mollusks. 

7) Opossums. 

8) Pigeons. 

9) Porcupines. 

10) Rats. 

11) Shrews. 

12) English sparrows. 

13) Starlings. 

14) Ground squirrels. 

15) Red squirrels. 

16) Voles. 

17) Weasels. 

§154-23 Exhibition of certain animals. 

A. No person may, without a permit issued under § 154-24, display in the City for the purpose of public viewing 

any exotic or wild animals or harmful wild animals. 

B. This section shall not apply to any of the following: 

1) Persons that have received a license or authorization from the State of Wisconsin, Department of 

Natural Resources, under Ch. 169, Wis. Stats. 

2) A public zoo or aquarium, with a permit issued by the Police Chief. 

3) A veterinarian, for the purposes of providing medical treatment to the animal. 

4) A circus with permits issued by the Police Chief. 
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§154-24 Permits.  

A. No person may exhibit, possess, sell, or purchase an exotic or wild animal or harmful wild animal in the City 

without a written permit from the Police Chief. 

C. The Police Chief may issue a permit in writing only if the Police Chief determines that the exhibition, 

possession, sale, or purchase in the City of an exotic or wild animal or a harmful wild animal proposed by 

the applicant will not constitute a public nuisance or a threat to health and safety of the residents of the 

City. The Police Chief may include in the permit specific conditions to protect public health and safety and 

to prevent a public nuisance. 

D. A permit shall be for a fixed period determined by the Police Chief and is subject to revocation in the event 

of the violation of the conditions of the permit or this article after an applicable public hearing and notice 

and determination, as provided in this section for an initial permit application. Upon a determined 

emergency condition in the City, the Police Chief may suspend the permit without a hearing. 
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