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Fourth Quarter   Newsletter  
               2016


Police Reminders 

Trick or Treating

Lancaster will host Trick or Treating on Monday, October 31st from 4:30-7:30 pm. As you trick or treat throughout the City, make sure to watch out for vehicles and bicycles. Please remember that vehicles should drive slowly and yield to pedestrians.

Planning a Winter Getaway?

Remember that the police department can do vacation checks of your home while you are away. Call 723-4188 to schedule your vacation check or complete the form on our website www.lancasterwisconsin.com.

Alternate Side Parking

The City’s alternate side parking takes effect November 15th and runs through March 15th. On even numbered days, park on the south or east side of the street and on odd numbered days park on the north or west side. The alternate side parking hours are in effect between midnight and 7:00 am. 
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Library News

Hello from the Library! After an exciting summer we are returning to our fall programming schedule, which means that Toddler Tales, Lego Club, and more opportunities for crafts and activities will be available at the library. 
We are also pleased to announce that we'll be showing indoor movies on every Early-Release Friday throughout the school year. Stop down for a movie and popcorn at 1pm on any Friday after an early release from the Lancaster Schools. 
We will have a Halloween party at the end of October, and our annual Harvest Festival Book Sale is coming up on October 1st and 2nd. 
Keep up to date on our activities and additional programs by checking our website, schreinermemoriallibrary.org, or by liking our Facebook page. 

Lancaster Contacts
City Hall
206 S Madison St
Lancaster, WI 53813
Office Hours 8:00 am to 4:30 pm 
(Monday- Friday)

City Hall 723-4246
Water Utility……………………………..
Ext 1
Public Works …………………………..
Ext 2
City Administrator ………………….
Ext 3
Clerk/ Treasurer ……………………..
Ext 4
Building/Zoning ………………………
Ext 5
Chamber of Commerce …………..
Ext 6
Executive Assistant …………………
Ext 7
Recreation Coordinator ……….
Ext 8
Mayor ………………………………….
Ext 9
After hours water/street ………..
723-6447
Police ……………………………………..
723-4188
Fire (non-emergency) ……………..
723-2357
Road Conditions ……………………..
511

Elected Officials
Mayor ……………………………
David Varnam
Alderperson Wards 1 & 5 .
Chad Olmstead
Alderperson Wards 2 & 3 .
Robert Schmidt
Alderperson Ward 4 ………
LeRoy Ihm
Alderperson Ward 6 ………
Dan VonFeldt
Alderpersons At-Large ……
Dennis Morgan                    
Alderpersons At-Large ……
Peter Hoffman
Alderpersons At-Large ……
Shayne LaBudda                       
Alderpersons At-Large ……
Kate Reuter

City of Lancaster Meeting Schedule
City offices closed on November 11th Veteran’s Day, November 24th Thanksgiving and December 23rd and 26th for Christmas

City Council………………………….…...….. 6:30 pm
3rd Monday of the month
Plan Commission…………………….…..… 6:30 pm
2nd Monday of the month
Parks & Recreation Committee….... 5:45 pm
1st Monday of the month

Visit the City’s website www.lancasterwisconsin.com 
and follow us on Facebook.




 Mayor’s Message

A special Council meeting was held in July to discuss our goals for the next two years. New goals include improving aesthetics at City entrances, developing a long range plan for pool improvements (including a possible new pool) and selling unneeded public property (such as the old liquor store property on 61). There are more details on page 2.

In September the Council voted to fill the vacancy for Alderperson District 4 (Ward 6). The Council voted to appoint Daniel VonFeldt to serve until the term expires in April 2017. 

						








The business community continues to expand as Martin Schwartz Funeral Home has added a new building on S. Madison, Trinity Massage Works has opened on E. Maple and Angler’s Nook will be relocating to the Interiors Building. On September 1st, a groundbreaking ceremony was held for the new High Point Family Medicine clinic at the corner of Lincoln and Madison. The Lancaster Area Chamber of Commerce held a Ribbon Cutting ceremony for Downtown Liquors on September 2nd, Peoples State Bank on September 28th and a Rededication Ceremony at the Lancaster Airport on September 18th.

						








As we approach the Holidays we are often reminded of the needs of others. During the months of November and December you can drop off non-perishable food items at City Hall that will be given to the Lancaster Food Pantry.       God Bless, Mayor David Varnam
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City of Lancaster Contacts
Assessment Questions
Accurate Appraisals, LLC
1-800-770-3927

Garbage & Recycling
Town & Country Sanitation
1-800-626-1915

Building & Zoning
Dennis Hampton
778-7162
Office: Tues 9:00 am- Noon
Taxes-Delinquent /2nd Installment
Grant County Treasurer
723-2604

City Clerk’s Office 8am- 4:30pm
723-4246

Water Billing Department
723-6225

Chamber of Commerce 
723-2820
Police Department
723-4188

Lancaster Golf Course
723-4266

Schreiner Memorial Library
723-7304
Mon-Thurs 9 am- 8 pm
Fri 9 am-5 pm
Sat 9 am- 1 pm


OCTOBER
1st Harvest Festival Parade
2nd St. Clement Fall Festival
3rd Brush Pick up
8th GRHC Be Your Best Self
17th Leaf Collection begins
22nd Sweets and Treats
29th Sweets & Treats
31st Trick or Treating

NOVEMBER
5th Holiday Craft Sale
7th Brush Pickup
8th General Election
11th Veteran’s Day
15th Alternate Side Parking Begins
19th Retailer’s Opening Day Sale/ Boy Scout Christmas tree sales start
24th Thanksgiving

DECEMBER

2nd-4th Hometown Heartfelt Holiday
3rd & 10th Santa in Lancaster
25th Christmas

2nd Hometown Heartfelt Holiday
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Dates to Remember
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New Faces

Heather Bontreger, Lancaster Area Chamber of Commerce Director

The City of Lancaster would like to welcome Heather as the new Chamber Director. 

Heather started in June and states, “My goal as Chamber Director
 is to continue to promote and advocate for our local businesses and also to support and help our community grow. Lancaster is a great place and I am excited to have the opportunity to be involved in showcasing our community.”


Dan VonFeldt, Alderperson Ward 6











City Council has filled its vacancy for the District 4 Alderperson position, voting to appoint Dan VonFeldt to the seat. Dan will represent Ward 6 until the April 2017 election. This seat was vacated when Councilperson Varnam was elected Mayor.
Dan has lived in Lancaster since 1993. He is now retired and has the time to serve in this position. He has served on the Lancaster School Board for 3 years and feels his experience makes him an asset to the city council.

Lancaster Goal Setting

City elected officials held a goal setting work session conducted by the IPA on July 26th.  The following were identified as major city accomplishments during the past several years:

Infrastructure
Complete a number of street projects 
Finished South Adams Street 
Highway project – lots of decisions already made
Rebuilt and replaced new airport runway and ramp 
Wastewater plant upgrade underway - SCADA system started 
Automated meter reading upcoming 
Well #3 Radium issue resolved 
Parks & Recreation
Process started for new biking and hiking trail
Tree City USA designation 
Golf course reorganization 
New recreation options (ice rinks, trails, etc.) 
Digital camera system in theatre 
Parking lot at golf course
City Operations/Facilities
Library expansion, despite funding errors 
City Code Re-Codification 
Sale of hospital 
(Re)Branding exercise, new logo’s adoption 
Re-started community newsletter after 20 years 
Ongoing negotiations with DOT regarding Hwy 61 project
No tax levy increase in 2016 budget  
2015 budget had smallest tax levy increase in 10 years 
Fire Department and water utility improved ISO rating again 
Trained many new employees (good hires)
Employee Handbook Updates 
City Hall now open during lunch hour
Keeping up with equipment replacement –Fire, Police, Public Works
Economic Development
Welcomed 4 new businesses in Arrow Ridge Business Park

The Mayor and City Council reviewed potential projects, programs, policies and initiatives for consideration and selected the following as priorities for the upcoming 24 month period (listed in order of priority):
1. Improve aesthetics of city entrances on highways 
2. Sell unneeded public property (empty lots, old liquor store, etc.) 
3. Develop a long-range plan for swimming pool improvements (new one) via completing designs for more diverse ideas. 
4. Develop a long-range plan for improved/new County Club via completing design for more diverse ideas. 
5. Evaluate alternatives to promote moderate priced residential development; implement as appropriate 
6.  Promote recruitment/development of new hotel/motel


























City Council Highlights

· Approve sale of former Interior’s Building to Brian and Susan Clauer
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Continue process of Grant County’s request for city sewer service extension to Orchard Manor, ’52 Building and possible future jail site
· Approve land and funding donation to create dog park in Arrow Ridge Business Park
Public Works Reminder

Leaf Collection

It’s a beautiful time of year when leaves are changing colors on the trees throughout the City. Those beautiful leaves will also be falling soon which means the City will be starting loose leaf collection. Collection will begin on October 17th and will run until the end of leaf drop or the weather no longer allows. 

Help the City keep the roads safe and our City clean by not placing leaves or yard waste on the road as it creates safety hazard for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists. Please have any yard waste or loose leaves to be collected out by 7am on the day of the collection. 

Parking Lot Construction Behind City Hall

In June, the Council approved the low bid of Rule Construction, Ltd to construct the parking lot behind City Hall. The project will be completed in October.
The parking lot will serve City Hall and the Police Department employees. There will be a total of 10 parking spaces provided.
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Tax Bills Coming Out in December

Residents will be receiving their tax bills in the mail mid-December. Whether paying in full or just the first installment, taxes are due in the City Clerk’s office on or before January 31st. Any payments after that date are due to the Grant County Treasurer located at 111 S Jefferson Street with the second installment payable on or before July 31st. 

If you have any questions in regards to your bill or amount of tax due, please feel free to contact the City Clerk’s office at 723-4246.





General Election Information

Tuesday, November 8th 

Visit myvote.wi.gov to find out if you are actively registered at your current address.

The first day to absentee vote in person in the Clerk’s Office is October 3rd. 
Please remember to bring your photo ID!

The polling place for city residents is located in the Senior Center at City Hall. Polling hours are 7:00am to 8:00pm. 

Office
Candidates
President/ Vice President
Donald J. Trump/ Michael R. Pence (Republican)
Hillary Clinton/ Tim Kaine (Democratic)
Darrell L. Castle/ Scott N. Bradley (Constitution)
Gary Johnson/ Bill Weld (Libertarian)
Jill Stein/ Ajamu Baraka (Wisconsin Green)
Monica Moorehead/ Lamont Lilly (Workers World Party)
Rocky Roque De La Fuente/ Michael Steinberg (American Delta Party)
United States Senator
Ron Johnson (Republican)
Russ Feingold (Democratic)
Phillip N. Anderson (Libertarian)
Representative in Congress District 3
Ron Kind (Democratic)
Representative to the Assembly District 49
Travis Tranel (Republican)
Jesse Bennett (Democratic)
Grant County District Attorney
Lisa A. Riniker (Republican)
County Clerk
Linda K. Gebhard (Republican)
County Treasurer
Louise F. Ketterer (Republican)
County Register of Deeds
Marilyn Pierce (Republican)

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact City Clerk/Treasurer David Kurihara at 723-7445.
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