
 

    

Mayor’s Message    
 

Greeting Fellow Citizens, 

 

   We have had a very interesting 

Spring and Summer here in 

Lancaster. Listed below are items 

of interest: 

1. Several problem street 

projects were updated and black 

top laid down. 

2. City airport runway was 

rebuilt and is now 60 feet wide. 

3. Several storm water trouble areas were improved, regular 

water pressure pipe areas improved; they are now less of a 

problem. 

4. City Hall parking lot project is being worked on as budget 

allows. 

5. Many trees were removed from the City after the storm in 

June. Other trees in the City are showing storm damage and 

may need to be removed also. 

    
 

 

6. The library project has been completed and opened. It sure 

is a great looking addition to our city and a great asset for 

the City and our citizens for the future. 

7. New businesses have opened up in the City, but we need 

more to fill our downtown area. 

8. Several businesses are in need of workers, the County un-

employment figure is very low. 

   This is the time of year when the City staff and Council work on 

the 5 year long range Capital Improvement Plan (C.I.P.) and the 

yearly budget. Continuing to maintain quality services at lowest 

possible cost is the goal the City tries to achieve. 

   Thanks again to all the people who so generously supported our 

City throughout the year. Without your support we wouldn’t have 

this great city to live in. 

   Best of luck to all the area students for a successful academic 

and athletic 2015 school year. 

                                                                                               Sincerely, 

                                                    Mayor Jerry Wehrle 

Events Calendar  Community Corner  

    
    

 

 

 

    
Thank a Veteran 
 

   November 11
th

 is Veterans Day. The City would 

like to thank all Lancaster Veterans for their 

service and sacrifice. If you know a veteran, 

take a moment and thank him or her for their 

service. 

 

Why is Veterans Day on November 11
th

? 

   On the 11
th

 hour of the 11
th

 day of the 11
th

 

month of 1918, an armistice, or temporary 

cessation of hostilities, was declared between the 

Allied nations and Germany in the First World 

War, then known as “the Great War.” 

Commemorated as Armistice Day beginning 

the following year, November 11
th

 became a 

legal federal holiday in the United States in 

1938. In the aftermath of World War II and 

the Korean War, Armistice Day became 

Veterans Day, a holiday dedicated to 

American veterans of all wars. 
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   The complete 2015 Calendar is available on the City’s website 

homepage lancasterwisconsin.com. Please note that dates are 

tentative and subject to change. 
 

Harvest Festival Parade October 3
rd  

 11am 

Sweets and Treats Downtown Lancaster
 
October 24

th 

Grantland Theatre/LAC Food Pantry Movie October 24
th 

1pm 

Elderfest @ Youth & Ag Bldg October 30
th

  9am-12:30pm 

Trick or Treating October 31
st 

4:30-7:30pm 

Daylight Savings Ends November 1
st
  2pm 

Holiday Craft Sale @ LHS November 7
th 

Veteran’s Day
 
November 11

th
 (City Hall Closed) 

Alternate Side Parking Begins November 15th 

Retailers Opening Day/ Gun Deer Season November 21
st
 

Thanksgiving November 26
th

 (City Hall Closed) 

Hometown Heartfelt Holiday December 3
rd

-6
th

 

GRHC Festival of Trees December 4
th

 

Santa in Lancaster December 5
th

 and 12
th
 

Christmas Eve December 24
th

 (City Hall Closed) 

Christmas December 25
th

 (City Hall Closed) 

New Year’s Eve December 31
st
 (City Hall Closed 31

st
 & Jan 1

st
) 

 

Public Works Services 

Leaf Collection  

Monday, October 19
th
 

Brush & Yard Waste Pickups: 

Monday, October 5
th

  

Monday, November 2
nd

 Final for the year 

 

Fourth Quarter 2015 
Lancaster 

Newsletter 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

Parks/ Recreation Committee 5:45pm/ 1
st
 Monday 

Plan Commission 6:30pm/ 2
nd

 Monday 

City Council 6:30pm/ 3
rd

 Monday 

   Agendas and Minutes are available on the City’s website 

lancasterwisonsin.com. Select the Government tab and click on 

2015 Agendas and Minutes. 



  

Inside City Hall  
 

   The City of Lancaster is finishing 

some important street projects that 

started this summer.  South Adams 

street reconstruction and East Linden 

were recently completed.  These 

street projects will make a positive 

long lasting impact on the properties 

abutting the street.   In addition, the 

East Linden street work includes a 

large culvert replacement project 

which will help control storm water flow in Pigeon Creek and a 

connecting sidewalk to the school sidewalk. 

   At the City Council meeting on September 21
st

, Arnett Muldrow 

& Associates presented the final branding product to the City 

Council for consideration.  The City Council had committed to a 

new brand for economic development purposes back in 2013 as 

part of a comprehensive goal setting session.  Feedback from the 

Council was favorable and by unanimous consent, the Council 

directed administration to move forward with implementation of 

the new brand.  The next newsletter in January will have 

information about the final brand product and how the brand will 

be employed in coming years.   

   The Parks & Recreation Committee and City Council are excited 

about adding a walking and bike trail through Memorial Park.  The 

trail, which is a section of a larger trail system, will run from the 

Southwest corner of the pond to the Northwest side of the softball 

field.  Eventually this same trail will run all the way to City Limits 

Road.  The City hopes to complete a second phase to East Linden 

in 2016.  The proposed trail from Cherry Street to East Linden 

would not be a possible without the generous donation from Tina 

and Joel Ames. Thank You! 

   The Parks & Recreation Committee is hard at work on a 5 year 

comprehensive plan for the parks.  The Parks Committee will have 

a public hearing to get input from the public before they present to 

the city council for approval. 

  

   We look forward 

to public input as we 

know parks are an 

important asset to 

the community.  The 

Parks Committee 

and Park staff is 

working to 

significantly 

improve the ice 

skating rink this 

winter.  You will see 

a well-manicured ice 

rink and hopefully 

lights for night 

skating…stay tuned.  

   As always we 

encourage residents 

to attend council 

meetings, read city 

minutes and stay 

involved in local 

government.  If you 

are interested in 

volunteering you can 

visit the City of 

Lancaster webpage 

and sign up under 

Keep Lancaster 

Beautiful.  On behalf 

of the City, I want to 

thank the Lancaster 

Class of 2019 Baseball team for painting the concession stand at 

Memorial Park this summer.  Thanks and good luck this season!    

                                              Steve Winger, City Administrator 

   
 

Pete Hoffman, At-Large Alderperson 
 

   Pete has served on the Lancaster City 

Council for 2 years and is currently on the 

Finance Review Committee which was 

created in May of 2014. 

      Pete graduated from Lancaster High 

School in 1997 then graduated from the 

University of Iowa, College of 

Dentistry, in 2005. He was in the 

US Navy, Parris Island, SC 

MCRD from 2005-2006 and USS 

Abraham Lincoln from 2006-

2008. Currently, Pete is an owner 

of Lancaster Dental Associates. 

  

   His wife, Amara, is from Fulton, IL and they have been married 

since 2002. His son Findley is 9 years old and his daughter Sosie 

is 6 years old. 

  When questioned on the importance of City Council, Pete states, 

“The City Council makes the decisions that shape Lancaster now 

and for the future. I wanted to be involved in making those 

decisions and interact more with our community to help 

Lancaster continue to grow in the right direction.” 

   In describing what he enjoys most about serving on the City 

Council, Pete notes, “I have really enjoyed learning about the 

workings of local government and the relationships I’ve made as 

a result of being an Alderman. I hope to continue to learn and 

help find reasonable, responsible solutions to the complex 

challenges we face today.” 
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Alderperson Spotlights 
 

 

 



 
 

Alderperson Spotlights (continued) 
 

 

Chad Olmstead  

1
st
 Aldermanic District, Ward 1 & 5 

 

     Chad has been on the Council a little 

over 2 years and is currently serving on 

the Golf Course Committee and the 

Public Works Review Committee. 

   Chad graduated from Lancaster High 

School in 1998 and received an Associate 

Degree in Electrical Power Distribution 

from Blackhawk Technical College 

in 1999. He also received an 

associate degree in Mechanical 

Design from Southwest Technical 

College in 2002. Currently, he is employed at Scenic Rivers 

Energy Cooperative as a Staking Engineer and he has been with 

the Cooperative for 11 1/2 years. During that time, he went 

through a 4 year apprenticeship program through Chippewa 

Valley Technical College to receive his Journeyman Lineman 

card. 

   Chad and his wife Carrie have been married for 8 years and 

have 3 daughters. Mallory is 9 years old and in the 4
th

 grade, 

Kylie is 7 years old and in 2
nd

 grade and Lexie is 4 years old and 

in 4K. They all go to St Clements School. 

 

   

         

 

 

Property Tax Time       
 

   Along with the holidays, snow, sledding, and other winter 

activities, December also means that property tax bills will be 

coming out in the mail.  Property taxes are due January 31
st
, 2016 

and all payments made or postmarked as such. 

You may pay the first installment or in full.  

   The tax bill is paid to the City of Lancaster, but the City keeps 

only a portion of the taxes that are paid. Approximately 25% of 

the money that you pay remains with the City. The remaining 

75% is divided and sent to the following jurisdictions: 
 

 School District 

 State of Wisconsin 

 Southwest Technical College 

 Grant County 

  
 
  The portion that does remain with the City is used to fund the 

services you see at work every day. This includes: 
 

 Police protection 

 Property maintenance and building inspections 

 Leaf and yard waste collections 

 Fire and EMS services 

 Library services 

 Garbage and recycling pick up 
 

   Payment can be made at City Hall for the first installment and 

the County Administration Building for the second installment 

located at 111 South Jefferson Street by July 31
st
. 

   If you have general questions about the tax bill, or about the City 

portion, please contact David Kurihara at 723-4246. 
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   When asked about the importance of the City Council Chad 

states, “I think a City Council is important to a community 

because it is made up of local people that represent different 

districts/wards or at-large positions.  This allows the people of 

the community to have a voice and are able to express their 

thoughts, opinions and concerns that play a factor in the decision 

making process for the well-being of the community. The 

council also looks at the city’s goals, major projects and 

infrastructure improvements ranging from community growth, 

land use, finances, strategic planning and implementing the city 

policies and local ordinances for the safety of the community. 

The reason I chose to be a part of the City Council is that I 

wanted to find a way to give back to the community that I grew 

up in. I want to be involved with making Lancaster a place 

where people want to live and they can feel safe raising a 

family.” 

   In describing what he likes most about serving on the Council 

Chad states, “I enjoy working with the Council and the city staff 

on ways to keep moving the city in positive directions. I am 

overwhelmed with the amount of knowledge and experience that 

each and every council member and city staff brings to the table. 

I have learned a lot from each and every one of them in the short 

2 years that I have been on the Council.” 

City Council Highlights 
 

 Council approved  an offer to purchase of $42,000 for a used 

aerial fire truck from the Village of Mt. Horeb 

 Council approved Ordinance relating to the Height of 

Structures and Trees in the Vicinity of the Lancaster 

Municipal Airport  

 Council approved the expenditure up to $15,000 from the Park 

Trust Fund to construct the 1
st
 phase of the Lancaster 

Memorial Trail 

 

 Council approved an Introductory  Resolution to Discontinue 

a Portion of Monroe Street  

 Council approved a resolution to proceed with the sale of 

$1,140,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes for 

$800,000 needed funds to complete the Library project and 

$300,000 for future related street projects ($200,000 Street 

paving, $50,000 Curb & Gutter and $50,000 Parking Lot).  

The borrowing would be a three-year note at an estimated rate 

of 1.6% 



 

Welcoming New City Employee License Reminder 
 

Ron Mara 
  

  We would like to welcome Ron Mara to the City of Lancaster as 

our new Lead Grounds Specialist. Prior to joining the City, Ron 

was the Golf Course Superintendent at Hickory Grove Golf Course 

in Fennimore for 7 years. Ron attended Southwest Technical 

College for Golf Course Management. Ron notes, “I like to get 

things done and done right. I do not back down from a challenge.”  

   Ron’s hobbies include golf, fishing, and 

hunting, along with, winter sports 

including hockey, skiing and ice 

fishing. His wife Tammie Richter is 

the Foundation Director at 

Southwest Health in Platteville. 

   As a Lead Grounds Specialist, 

Ron will coordinate and 

participate in daily 

maintenance and repair 

work at city parks, 

cemeteries and golf 

course. 

   In his short time with 

the city, Ron has 

noticed the community 

as a whole takes pride 

in the City Parks and 

utilizes them regularly.  

 

Dog Licenses 
 

   All dogs 5 month of age or older, in the 

City of Lancaster, must be licensed 

annually. The license year begins on January 

1
st
 and ends December 31

st
. The fee is $3 for 

a neutered male or spayed female dog and $8 

for an unneutered or un-spayed dog.   

     Dog licenses are available at the 

Lancaster City Clerk’s office until 

January 31
st
, after that, at the Grant 

County Clerk’s office at 111 South 

Jefferson Street. 

    Please remember to bring your 

dog’s proof of rabies vaccination 

record! 
 

 
 

Follow Us to Stay Informed! 

   Become a friend of the City of Lancaster on 

Facebook! Simply search for “City of Lancaster” 

and get the most up-to-date information on City 

happenings. While you’re at it, visit the City’s 

website lancasterwisconsin.com.  
    

   Already following the City?  

Tell your neighbors and friends! 
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  Grantland Theatre will be playing the movie Hotel 

Transylvania 1 and all are welcome with a non-perishable food 

donation. Please bring at least 1 can per person minimum.  

   The food pantry provides food each month to 120-140 

families. This includes about 180-220 adults and 60-90 

children each month. In 2014, they were able to help 311 

families during the year. 

   They will accept any donation someone wants to give, but 

the following is a list of some of the items they provide each 

week and usually have to purchase with cash donations: 
 

 Cereal (all kinds) 

 Instant Oatmeal 

  Mac & Cheese 

 Peanut Butter and Jelly 

 Chicken noodle soup, cream of mushroom soup, 

Ramen noodles 

 Peas and corn 
 

   If you would like more information about the Lancaster 

Association of Churches Food Pantry, please contact Linda at 

(608)988-6216. 

 Donate to a good cause 
 

   Grantland Theatre and Lancaster Association of Churches 

Food Pantry are hosting a food drive event at Grantland Theatre 

on Saturday October 24
th

 at 1pm. 



 
 

Public Works Reminders  

Fall Leaf Collection 
 

   It’s a beautiful time of year when leaves are changing colors on 

the trees throughout the City. Those beautiful leaves will also be 

falling soon which means the City will be starting loose leaf 

collection. Collection will begin on Monday, October 19
th

 and will 

run until leaf drop has ended, usually late November or when 

weather no longer permits.  

    Help the City keep the roads safe and our City clean by not 

placing leaves or yard waste on the road as it creates safety hazard 

for motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists and clogs storm drains. 

Please have normal brush and yard waste to be collected out by 

7:00am on the day of the collection.  If you wish to haul your own 

leaves, please use the compost site located off South Madison 

Street near the Wastewater Treatment Facility. 
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Well #3 Update 
 

   Well #3 should be up and running by mid-October. Testing 

revealed that the Radium was coming from the lowest portion of 

the well. The bottom 300’ of the well was filled with pea gravel 

and temporarily sealed, the well was pumped 24/7 for about 3 

months. Weekly samples were taken for Radium and the results 

showed that the Radium levels had dropped to acceptable levels.        

The DNR reviewed the testing procedures and results and 

allowed the well to be permanently sealed at about 1400’. The 

pump will be inspected and repaired if needed then re-installed; 

the pump capacity will be approximately 850 gallons per minute.   

   Before the well is put back on-line it will be disinfected and 

pumped to waste, a sample will be taken to test for any bacteria 

and if none is present it can start pumping to the system. This is 

very good news for the city as other alternatives might have 

included installing a treatment system or drilling a new well.  

 

 

Preparing for another Wisconsin Winter 
 

   The Public Works Department makes every effort to have city 

streets clear of snow as soon as possible following a storm. The 

department deploys a total of 5 units to clear streets, parking lots 

and alleys. Each route takes 4 to 5 hours to complete.   

   The Public Works Department will continue using a salt brine 

solution in conjunction with regular road salt on one of its salt 

units. The brine solution will be sprayed onto the road salt as it is 

applied to the streets. By wetting the salt it will not bounce off 

the road as easily and will work better at lower temperatures 

which will cut down on the amount of road salt used. 

   Please remember to drive cautiously when traveling, you can 

call 511 for road condition reports offered by ReadyWiscosnin. 

Have a safe winter season! 
 
 

 

Alternate Side Parking 
 

   The City’s alternate side parking takes effect November 15
th

 

and runs through March 15
th

. On even numbered days, park on 

the south or east side of the street and on odd numbered days, 

park on the north or west side. The alternate side parking hours 

are in effect between midnight and 7:00 am.  

   The police department will initially be handing out warnings 

for violations to give residents a chance to get used to the winter 

alternate side rules. 

 
 

 

2015 Street Projects 
 

  South Adams Street from Lincoln Ave to Georgia Lane was 

completely reconstructed. New water and sewer mains and 

laterals have been installed along with much improved storm 

drain piping. The curb, gutter and sidewalks were also replaced. 

   East Linden Street was also completely reconstructed from 

Adams Street to the school district property line. A new box 

culvert was installed to replace the bridge that had been closed 

for safety reasons. The water main from Linden Street to Elm 

Street was replaced as part of the project also due to many main 

breaks over the years. A new sidewalk was installed along East 

Linden Street to connect with existing sidewalk at the middle 

school.  

   West Linden Street from Harrison Street to Taylor Street has 

been resurfaced with a new coat of asphalt. Sections of curb 

and gutter have been replaced and repairs made to storm drain 

 

inlets. All sewer laterals were replaced from the main to 

property lines. The sewer main from Polk Street to Taylor 

Street was relined. These repairs should extend the life of this 

street for 15-20 years. 

   Washington Street was seal coated from Cherry Street to Ash 

Street and Ash Street to Madison Street along with the fire 

station parking lot.  

   County Hwy A from the fairgrounds to Hwy 129 was 

resurfaced with 3 foot paved shoulders added. This section is 

now located within the city limits. 

   Sewer main was also lined from Fillmore Street to Polk 

Street. This section of sewer main runs through easements on 

private property and is difficult to access for repairs so lining is 

a very cost effective option compared to excavation.   

 



 
 

Lancaster Police Department    
   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 
   

Alzheimer & Dementia Registry: Caring for Families 
 

   We recognize the importance of time in tracking a wandering 

and vulnerable loved one. So, in an effort to efficiently serve 

and protect the citizens of the City of Lancaster 

 we are offering a voluntary registry in which family members 

can register loved ones who are residents of Lancaster and are 

suffering from Alzheimer’s disease or other forms of 

Dementia.  

   This registry can provide pertinent and critical information 

regarding your loved ones which will aid law enforcement in 

identifying your family member should they wander from their 

place of residence and come in contact with our officers. 

Additionally, having the information readily available would 

enable us to provide this information to surrounding agencies 

in an efficient manner in hopes to quickly locate and safely 

return your loved one.  The information provided will be kept 

at the Police Department and will be used solely as a means to 

aid law enforcement and other emergency personnel in locating 

missing and/or wandering residents. 

 

 

   The City no longer 

acknowledges the mid-

block pedestrian 

crosswalks on the 

square. We ask that you 

go to the end of the 

block to cross the street. 

The City will be 

installing crosswalk 

flags to assist with 

visibility on the square. 

Thank you for keeping 

Lancaster safe for 

pedestrians!   

 

 

 

   

   This program is strictly voluntary. It is designed to assist the 

Lancaster Police Department in the swift and safe recovery of 

your loved one. A photograph can be taken by an officer who 

visits your house or emailed to Chief Reukauf. This photograph 

and data will be entered into the database at the Lancaster Police 

Department. In the unlikely event that a loved one wanders away, 

the police department will already have all the necessary 

information needed to conduct a thorough and extensive search. 

This relieves the family of having to attempt to locate the 

pertinent information during a time of stress, and allows the 

family to focus on locating the loved one. 
 

   Call 723-4188 for more information or complete the form on 

our website lancasterwisconsin.com. Select the Departments tab 

and click on Public Safety, then the Police Department page will 

give you an option to complete the Alzheimer & Dementia 

Registry form online. 
 

Trick or Treating 
    

    Lancaster will host Trick or Treating on Saturday, October 

31
st
 from 4:30- 7:30pm. As you trick or treat throughout the 

City, make sure to watch out for vehicles and bicycles. As 

always, vehicles should drive slowly and yield to pedestrians. 

 

Planning a Winter Getaway? 
 

    Did you know that the police department will perform 

vacation security checks of your home while you are away? Call 

723-4188 to schedule your security check or complete the form 

on our website lancasterwisconsin.com.  
 

   Select the Departments tab and click on Public Safety, then the 

Police Department page will give you an option to complete the 

Police Security Check form online. 
 

 

 

   Please use this Anonymous Tip form to help local authorities to 

receive important tips on: 

 Child, Domestic or other forms of abuse 

 Harassment 

 Gang or drug activity 

 Any type of suspicious or illegal activities 

   

  Thank you for providing the Lancaster Police Department 

with an anonymous tip and making Lancaster safer for 

everyone. 

Mid-Block Crosswalk Phased Out 
 

 

 

Anonymous Tip 
 

   As a community service, we are providing anonymous tip 

capability for people to send leads and tips to the Lancaster 

Police Department. The information pertaining to illegal 

activity is communicated in real-time to our agency allowing 

investigation before the crime becomes a major incident or 

tragedy. This is an extremely beneficial tool for law 

enforcement that facilitates tips from victims, witnesses and 

other citizens who might otherwise be afraid to come forward. 
 

   Complete the form on our website lancasterwisconsin.com. 

Select the Departments tab and click on Public Safety, then the 

Police Department page will give you an option to complete 

the Anonymous Tip form online. 

 



 
 

Schreiner Memorial Library    
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   We have finally returned to our home in Ryland Park! After 

many years of work, we're proud to invite you to come see the 

newly expanded and renovated Schreiner Memorial Library. We 

want to thank all of those who have helped make this library 

expansion possible. Although we are still working on some 

finishing touches, our collection and our computers are set up and 

ready for you. We have story times and other programs going on 

throughout the fall and winter months. Our study rooms and our 

Community Rooms can be reserved by individuals and groups 

 

at no charge. And remember to keep an eye out for new 

additions in the next year or so: shelf signage, donor recognition 

plaques, bike racks and outdoor seating, and more!   

   If you're still interested in donating to the building project, tax 

deductible pledges and donations can be made to the Lancaster 

Public Library Foundation. Give us a call or stop in if you have 

any questions, or take a look at our website: 

schreinermemoriallibrary.org.  
 

           Jennifer Bernetzke, Library Director 

http://schreinermemoriallibrary.org/


 
 

 
 
 
 

CITY OF LANCASTER STAFF & ALDERPERSONS 

Mayor 
Jerry Wehrle 

City Administrator 
Steve Winger 

Clerk/Treasurer 
David Kurihara 
City Attorney 
David Helmke 

Library Director 
Jennifer Bernetzke 

Public Works Director 
John Hauth 

Building Inspector 
Zoning Administrator 

Dennis Hampton 
Police Chief 

Debra Reukauf 
Fire Chief 

Steve Braun 
Alderperson, Wards 1 &5 

Chad Olmstead 
Alderperson, Wards 2 & 3 

Bob Schmidt 

Alderperson, Ward 4 
LeRoy Ihm 

Alderperson, Ward 6 
David Varnam 

Alderperson At-large 
Dennis Morgan 

Alderperson At-large 
Pete Hoffman 

Alderperson At-large 
Shayne LaBudda 

Alderperson At-large 
Kate Reuter 

CITY OF LANCASTER CONTACTS 

 

Assessment Questions 
Accurate Appraisals, LLC 

1-800-770-3927 
 

Garbage & Recycling 
Town & Country Sanitation 

1-800-626-1915 
 

Taxes-Delinquent /2nd Installment 
Grant County Treasurer 

723-2604 

 

Building & Zoning 
Dennis Hampton 

778-7162 
Office: Tues 9 AM to Noon  

 

City Clerk’s Office 8 AM to 4:30 PM 
General Inquiries/Licenses 

723-4246 
 

Water Billing Department 
723-6225 

Lancaster Country Club 
John Blanke 

723-4266 
 

Schreiner Memorial Library 
723-7304 

Mon-Thurs 9am- 8pm 
Fri 9am-5pm 

Sat 9am- 1pm 
Sun 1 pm- 4pm 
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